2010 CLASS OF COMPUTING INNOVATION FELLOWS 8
ANNOUNCED; PROGRAM, IN ITS SECOND YEAR, SEEKS TO RETAIN
RECENT PHDS IN COMPUTING RESEARCH

WASHINGTON, DC, Jan. 14, 2011

The Computing Community Consortium (CCC) — a standing committee of the Computing Research
Association (CRA) — today announced the 2010 class of Computing Innovation Fellows (CIFellows;
http://cifellows.org). These 47 recent Ph.D. graduates have been competitively awarded one- to two-year
postdoctoral positions at U.S. academic institutions and industrial organizations with basic computing
research and teaching programs. Made possible by a $15 million National Science Foundation (NSF) grant to
the CRA — the second such grant in as many years — the 2010 CIFellowships are a continuation of an effort
begun in 2009 to forestall a permanent loss of research talent likely to occur as a consequence of the
financial crisis.

The new cohort of CIFellows is comprised of 47 individuals from 34 different Ph.D-granting colleges and
universities within the U.S,, and collectively the CIFellows are assigned to mentors at 36 unique host
organizations. They were selected from a pool of 218 applicants, spanning 78 different Ph.D-granting
colleges and universities and 105 possible host organizations. Like the 2009 CIFellows that came before
them, the 2010 CIFellows will have uniquely independent research experiences that will help them sharpen
their skills and enhance their credentials over the next one to two years.

To ensure broad participation and to build bridges between diverse institutions via the CIFellows, no more
than two awardees earned their Ph.D.s from the same university, and no more than two awardees were
assigned to the same host organization. Diversity of other forms — including research areas and individuals,
etc. — were also encouraged. About 36 percent of the 2010 CIFellows are women.

The awarding of a second cohort of CIFellows follows overwhelmingly positive and beneficial experiences
for the 2009 CIFellows and their mentors. Of the 60 CIFellows who started in the fall of 2009, 18 have now
found other opportunities — including tenure-track faculty positions as well as permanent jobs at industrial
research labs — and are not continuing in the Project for a second year. (All the rest are continuing in the
CIFellows Project following successful mid-year evaluations.) For the 18 with other opportunities, the
postdoctoral experiences were clearly beneficial, markedly enhancing their skills, credentials, and already
stellar resumes. For example, one CIFellow demonstrated his capabilities through the development of a
novel algorithm later featured in The Los Angeles Times
(http://articles.latimes.com/2010/apr/02/business/la-fi-ct-twitter3-2010apr03); the algorithm uses Twitter to
gauge real-time interest in movies and accurately predict how they will perform at the box office on opening
weekend. In another case, the chair of a faculty search committee wrote, "As the hiring officer for this
[tenure-track] position, I can attest that [the CIFellow's] postdoctoral experience ... enhanced [the
candidate's] attractiveness to us." In three cases, the CIFellows were offered positions by their host
organizations.

As one CIFellow wrote on a recent evaluation, "I view my [CIFellowship] as a bridge between graduate school
and an academic career,” wrote one CIFellow mid-way through his first year in the program. "With respect to
this, I believe my experience so far has been extremely successful. I started working on several exciting
projects... I have already submitted three papers to conferences and workshops... and perhaps most
importantly, I met and began collaborating with top researchers in my area.”


https://web.archive.org/web/20140426154324/http://cifellows.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20140426154324/http://articles.latimes.com/2010/apr/02/business/la-fi-ct-twitter3-2010apr03

Like the inaugural class, the 2010 CIFellows were selected through an intensive process that considered
applicants' research backgrounds and proposed research projects. A Selection Committee reviewed and
evaluated each application and recommended a slate of finalists to a Steering Committee. The latter —
comprising co-principal investigators (PIs) of the two NSF grants — provided administrative, financial, and
technical oversight, and was ultimately responsible for all award decisions. The PI of the 2010 NSF grant,
Greg Andrews (University of Arizona), chaired both committees.

Selection Committee members were:

Gregory Abowd, Georgia Institute of Technology
Al Aho, Columbia University
Greg Andrews, University of Arizona (chair)

David Bader, Georgia Institute of Technology
Martin Berzins, University of Utah
Erik Demaine, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Bill Feiereisen, Intel Corporation
Jim Foley, Georgia Institute of Technology

Stephanie Forrest, University of New Mexico
Chad Jenkins, Brown University
M. Frans Kaashoek, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (co-chair)

Henry Kautz, University of Rochester

Hank Korth, Lehigh University
Jim Kurose, University of Massachusetts at Amherst
James Larus, Microsoft Research
Rob Miller, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Hector Munoz-Avila, Lehigh University
Robin Murphy, Texas A&M University

Timothy Pinkston, University of Southern California
Sumeet Sandhu, Intel Research
Matthew Taylor, Lafayette College

Valerie Taylor, Texas A&M University

Josep Torrellas, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Jim Waldo, VMware

Steering Committee members were:

Greg Andrews, University of Arizona (chair)
Andrew Bernat, Computing Research Association
Susan Graham, University of California at Berkeley
Anita Jones, University of Virginia
M. Frans Kaashoek, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Ed Lazowska, University of Washington

Ran Libeskind-Hadas, Harvey Mudd College
Bobby Schnabel, Indiana University

Bob Sproull, Oracle
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And the 2009 CIFellows who are continuing for a second year include:
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About the CCC: The CCC (http://cra.org/ccc) was established in 2007 under a cooperative agreement between
the CRA and the NSF. A standing committee of the CRA, the CCC seeks to mobilize the computing research
community to debate long-range challenges and build consensus around specific research visions. The CCC
specifically pursues the next big computing ideas that will define the future of the field, attract the very best
talent, and catalyze research investment and public support in the long term.

For more information: Contact Ann Drobnis, Director of the Computing Community Consortium & Computing
Innovation Fellows Project: adrobnis [@] cra.org; 202-266-2936.
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